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2-MEMCON/ARBATOV 

I emphasized that we sho1,1l;d t>e looking for thinqs on which 

We' could ag:pee , not those · on which we disa ree. I said that our 

governments were different, but we could> work together. l would 

be saying. that to - Andropov, that we had now an extraordinary 

opportunity to talk frankly and, I would hopei constructively. 

I not.ed .to Arbatov my great pleasure that I was able to 

come again to the Soviet Union at my· age. I felt very deeply · 

about this since I may not be abl~ to come again, andihad talked 

with every Soviet leader since Stalin, and even Trotsky .. l asked 

Arbatov whatthe Soviets thought about Trostky these days. 

Arbatov responded they really don•t think toomuch about him. It 

seemed that he was of greater concern to the West European Social 

Democrats because of their own Trotskyites. 

I said when I came in 1926 .itwas appropriate that Trotsky ; 

saw me, since he was then responsible for . the.· concessions . . I . noted· 

we had had four hours~ He wasfair, but he gave in on nothin<J : ~nd _ 

was a ll b-usiness. I ;felt, thouq<h, that · h~ was concerned that ~ he 

not ba seen ·as being f riendly t o fore igner~, and I decided at th~t 

time that he was in trouble . I added that,. .however, roy . fi r s t 

trip to Russia was in 1899 , when my father was . on his scientific 

expedition in the Bering Sea . 

This wa s a surprise to Arbatov. I said I had told Stalin 

that we had landed and talked t o the Eskimos , all without a passport. 

Stalin respondad 1 howeve r , tha t we couldntt do t hat now. I then 

continued t ha t Stalin was an ble man .. whatever else one would 

say about him , and he had saved his country dur ing t he war,that he 

was a gr eat or gani zer. 
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Acbatov r e sponded that ?:talin was indeed a leader for a 

crucial t ime. I the n continued that this visit meant a r e a t deal 

to me. F'or me, u.s .-sovi e t relations r emained the most important . 

factor tor the world and that anything I could do would be 

importa 11 t , but I am here entirely as a private citizen in contrast 

to many o f my other visits . 
' ' ~ - ' 

.·, 

At:-batov then returned to my visit with my fatheri· and· asked 

why did lilY father .· come . here, to the Soviet Union. I noted. t hat 

he had chartered a boat with scientists to examine the region and 
........ . .' ..; •. 

many o f t he reports are still important. My father also wanted to 

find the· kodiak bear . I noted that ·! was heavily influenced by my 

father. 

II· ~ also asked me about the founding of Brown Brothers, 

Harriman and whether 1 still had interest in it. I said I was still · 

a limib:d . partner a nd had been the one who had merged t he .cornpany. 

The rea !Jqn Br()wn Brothe rs was mentioned first rather . than Rar:r ·man 

was my View that t heir company was older than mine, at . th me · 

only ---: _ years o ld. 

A!'batmt a l so asked i f I knew Bob Roosa , and I respon e I 

knew hint well. Ar batov s a i d t ha t Roosa plans · t o come o h 

Soviet U11ion and was in the Soviet Union in January with 

group to d i s c uss East-Wes t trade. He said , sadly, there. is r 

no tradt · , but a least there were discussions . 

I concluded by noting that I was grateful that my 

to the :;"viet Un.i.on with me . I hoped s he would continu 

v/Ould n• • longer be able to. 

A• batov, as I wa s l eaving, t hat he would u 

availaL f . . if we needed him during this vi sit . 
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